




486 Shaffer Road, Newfield  (17)
The Fir Farm barn was built by the Shaffer family ca. 1880. The foundation stone was quarried on the property. The 
barn was used for raising sheep as well as grain and hay storage. The Shaffers secured their draft horses to the metal 
tie rings in the foundation, which are still in use. From 1923 to 1991, the barn was owned by the Williams dairy 
across the road and used for hay and grain storage. Today, the barn stores equipment and tractors for the Fir Farm, 
which produces Christmas trees, ornamental trees, and shrubs. The barn is also used for hay and grain storage for 
the farm’s horses.

212 Turkey Hill Road, Ithaca  (25)
This farmland has been in the Reed family since the 1830s. The brothers Levi and Truman Reed once owned all of 
the land between Turkey Hill and Game Farm Roads.  The original barn at this location was struck by lightning 
and burned down in the late 1910s. The present barn was built in the 1920s by Henry Reed at a cost of approxi-
mately $3000. Reed re-used parts of the previous foundation but built this barn higher than the original barn. Logs 
from the farm and the surrounding woods were used in its construction. The barn was used as part of a dairy farm 
operation until the 1970s. 

58 Sunnyview Drive, Newfield  (18)
The most recent agricultural use of this barn was by former owner Eero Ruspakka, who purchased it during WWII 
and operated the farm for over 60 years.  When Ruuspakka began working the farm it was an overgrown orchard.  
The 106-foot-long barn was built in stages; the north portion of the barn has hewn timbers while the south portion 
has sawn timbers. The current roof configuration was constructed in the 1910s, and is 10 feet lower than the origi-
nal roof. The Ruuspakka farm has been sub-divided and sold as 5-acre building lots, but the current owner plans to 
retain the barn.  

1379 Coddington Road, Brooktondale  (26)
PLEASE NOTE: if you’re stopping to take a look at the Gibian house, it’s safer to pull your car off on the EAST side 
of the road. 
This gambrel-roof barn was converted by owner and architect Stephen Gibian in the 1980s. It was originally built 
during the last quarter of the 19th century and was used to house both dairy cows and plow horses. A note about 
gambrel roofs: after the Civil War, a mechanism called the hay track was invented. This was a track that ran be-
neath the roof peak (along the ridge beam) with a large claw and was operated by a horse. The large claw was used 
to stack bales of hay, a time- and labor-saving device for farmers who had previously done the chore by hand. Be-
cause hay could be stacked much higher now, the roof form was changed from gable to gambrel, which increased 
the volume of the barn by up to 50%. 

490 Van Kirk Road, Newfield  (19)
Barns are notoriously hard to research. While homes and business are documented fairly specifically in deeds, 
building permits and miscellaneous ephemera, structures like barns and sheds have always been built, altered and 
demolished more quietly. Some documentation on this barn has been found in the 1866 Stone & Stewart Atlas of 
Tompkins County. In 1866, this was listed as the E. A. Curtis Farm. It was located in an unnamed small hamlet be-
tween Newfield and Poney Hollow. Given the date and location, this probably served as part of a subsistence-level 
farm, and was added to later to allow higher-volume production of goods like milk and wool.  

10 Boiceville Road, Brooktondale  (27)
A wood-sided granary and stone smokehouse are located along the west side of Boiceville Rd, south of Six Mile 
Creek. These structures are significant examples of the variety of small agricultural outbuildings that were common 
on many farmsteads throughout the county. These smaller types of structures are even more endangered than the 
larger barns with which they are associated.  

158 Tupper Road, Newfield  (20)
The Tupper barn was built ca. 1890 as part of the Theo Tupper’s 100-acre farm. Note the large gambrel roof, a 
modification made to many American barns after the Civil War. This roof shape, as opposed to the gable roof, 
created a much larger volume, allowing for more hay storage. The primary uses of this barn were hay and machine 
storage on the first floor and animal stalls in the basement. Like many other early twentieth century Tompkins 
County farms, the Tupper Farm produced multiple farm products: milk, poultry and wool. 

2505 Slaterville Road, Brooktondale  (28)
This barn is an example of how important location was to the farmer. Situated with easy access to Six Mile Creek 
(which runs just behind), he would have had access to water and possibly, power. Its three-bay fieldstone founda-
tion is banked on the south side, and accommodated cows and horses. The innovation of keeping the animals in 
the basement-level, with the threshing floor above, allowed the farmer to throw hay and grain from a trap door in 
the floor, thereby allowing greater storage of feed above. Also note the historic marker on the adjacent lot states 
which state “First town meeting held in Bush Tavern, April 11, 1811.”23 Nelson Road, Ithaca  (21)

This recently rehabilitated carriage house is part of Three Swallow Farm, a certified organic and biodynamic farm. 
The 30’x40’ barn has a ca. 1880 fieldstone foundation and is timber framed using square-rule framing methods. 
The foundation of a second barn remains to the east of the barn. Three Swallows Farm is part of the Full Plate 
Farm, a multi-farm Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) collective; on Saturdays the barn is a CSA pick-up 
location. Increasingly in the Finger Lakes Region, niche farming like this is providing a raison-d’etre for old barns, 
as commercial farming is far too large for a small historic farmstead. 

3262 Slaterville Road, Brooktondale  (29)
Matthew Mix operates one of six remaining Caroline dairy farms. Mix’s father, William purchased the farm in 
August 1941, which had been in active use since the early 1800s. The Mix family added on to the existing barn to 
accommodate their 50-cow dairy, around the time of William’s purchase. Mix and more than 30 other Caroline 
dairy farmers joined the Dairylea Cooperative in the 1940s, while other farmers in Caroline sent their milk to 
Crowley or the Four County Creamery in Harford. 

723 Nelson Road, Ithaca  (22)
Four Winds Farm is a 500-acre property with two barns, two sheds and a poultry house. A section of the main 
barn (with the Four Winds sign) was originally constructed in the 1800s, but was altered to its current configura-
tion in the 1930s by Dr. Roydon Mandeville. Mandeville intended for the property to be a model farm; it included 
a main house, two tenant houses, a cemetery, hay barn, horse barn, dairy barn, chicken house, garage, and shed. 
The farmland is now leased for hay production and the barns are used for hay storage and horse stalls. 

369 Level Green Road, Berkshire  (30)
This farm has been in the Crispell family since the 1840s, but the date of the original barn’s construction is un-
known. The barn is composed of multiple additions, expanding the over time to accommodate a 200-cow dairy 
farm. Although the dairy operation recently ended, the barn was repaired in 2008 to allow for continued use as hay 
storage.  The farm still produces crops and the pastures are leased to other farmers.

1820 Danby Road, Ithaca  (23)
The Roe barn is an example of the type of small farmstead that existed within the village of Danby during the 
1800s. The house and barn are oriented to the road with the farm behind them to the west. The five-bay bank 
barn may have been built circa 1870 on the foundation of an earlier barn. The decorative Italianate-style cornice 
brackets are rarely seen on barns in this county. Stanchions for dairy cows were used in the basement, probably in 
the early 1900s, but the barn has not been in commercial agricultural use since the 1930s. Today, Mrs. Roe operates 
a small, informal farm stand with produce from her farm. 

1236 Old Seventy-Six Road, Berkshire  (31)
This farm has been in the Maynard family since 1907. The group of farm buildings along the roadside illustrates 
the gradual modernization, alteration, and growth of the farm over time. The oldest barn, built ca. 1900, has a 1950 
dairy addition on its south façade. A sheep barn connected to the dairy addition was built before the dairy but after 
the main barn. Three additional farm structures south of the main barn are indicative of the types of farm build-
ings commonly built after 1950. Today, the Maynards raise dairy cattle as well as producing corn, oats, and hay. 

194 E. Miller Road, Ithaca  (24)
This property was originally the Miller Farm, operated by the Miller brothers as a dairy during the first half of the 
20th century. The collection of farm buildings illustrates how the American farm swiftly transitioned from small-
scale farming to high-volume production, as technology changed. As operations grew, more outbuildings and 
additions were needed. When the main bank barn was constructed ca. 1920, it was stick-framed with locally-sawn 
lumber and built on an older foundation. A typical corncrib is located to the east of the barn. The current uses of 
the barn are storage and horse stabling. 

2 Mill Road, Speedsville  (32)
Robert Maynard purchased this property, known as the Legg Homstead, in 1959. The house is the oldest house 
in the hamlet of Speedsville and once served as a stagecoach stop with a dancehall on the second floor. The barn 
was formerly used for milk cows but is now used for hay storage. The Maynard farm also has two tall wood silos, 
which are common in this part of New York State, and a tool shed that was formerly a one-room schoolhouse from 
nearby Ekroos Road. 
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SCALE
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  1	 199 Algerine Road, Lansing
	 Dan Konowalow and
	 Marcy E. Rosenkrantz

  2	 989 Auburn Road, Groton
	 Frank and Melanie Towner

  3	 154 Wilson Road, Lansing
	 William and Kathy Miller

  4	 747 Sheldon Road, Freeville
	 Mary Hornbuckle

  5	 194 Old Peruville Road, Groton
	 Peter Clark and Kathy Wolf

  6	 2242 Dryden Road, Dryden
	 Evan and Brenda Carpenter

  7	 364 McClintock Road, Dryden
	 Vincent and Linda Bruno

  8	 8144 Searsburg Road,
	 Trumansburg
	 John Wertis and Marian Britchhard

  9	 3224 Swamp College Road,
	 Trumansburg
	 Tim and Beckie Cardina

10	 4027 Waterburg Road,
	 Trumansburg
	 Glenn and Jennifer Beardsley

11	 224 Bostwick Road, Ithaca
	 Tamme and Aafke Steenhuis

12	 71 Gray Road, Ithaca
	 Alan and Deb Teeter

13	 812 Elmira Road, Ithaca
	 Christianne McMillan White

14	 27 Protts Hill Road, Newfield
	 Edward Kaiser

15	 1642 W. Danby Road, Newfield
	 Dane Emerson Bed & Breakfast

16	 395 Shaffer Road, Newfield
	 Audrey Norberg

17	 486 Shaffer Road, Newfield
	 Mark Ramos

18	 58 Sunnyview Drive, Newfield
	 Lauren Johnson

19	 490 Van Kirk Road, Newfield
	 David George 

20	 158 Tupper Road, Newfield
	 Catherine Brashear

21	 23 Nelson Road, Ithaca
	 Jeff Mariani

22	 723 Nelson Road, Ithaca
	 Ted Melchen

23	 1820 Danby Road, Ithaca
	 Robert and Elizabeth Roe

24	 194 E. Miller Road, Ithaca 
	 Olivia Vent

25	 212 Turkey Hill Road, Ithaca
	 Susan Reed

26	 1379 Coddington Road, 
	 Brooktondale
	 Stephen Gibian

27	 10 Boiceville Road, Brooktondale
	 Clifford and Jane Scherer

28	 2505 Slaterville Road,
	 Brooktondale
	 Carol Barra

29	 3262 Slaterville Road,
	 Brooktondale
	 Matthew Mix

30	 369 Level Green Road, Berkshire
	 Scott Crispell

31	 1236 Old Seventy-Six Road,
	 Berkshire
	 Annette Maynard

32	 2 Mill Road, Speedsville
	 Robert Maynard
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